genital diseases inducing abortions in adult goats. In Europe, CpHV-1 is widespread in 30 Mediterranean countries such as Greece, Italy and Spain. As France is geographically close to 31 these countries, a survey was conducted to investigate the presence of CpHV-1 in goats in a 32 Mediterranean department (Corse-du-Sud) and in continental departments (Dordogne and 33 Vendée) of this country. Taking into account the close antigenic and genetic relationships 34 between bovine herpesvirus 1 (BoHV-1) and CpHV-1, the serological detection was 35 performed by using BoHV-1 glycoproteins B (gB) and E (gE) blocking ELISAs. The analysis 36 of 2,548 serum samples in a BoHV-1 gB blocking ELISA revealed that a ruminant 37 alphaherpesvirus infection related to BoHV-1 was widespread in Corse-du-Sud whereas no 38 positive animals was detected in Dordogne and Vendée. Furthermore, the specificity and the 39 sensitivity of the BoHV-1 gB blocking ELISA to detect a BoHV-1 related infection in goats 40 were evaluated. A subsequent analysis by a BoHV-1 gE blocking ELISA demonstrated that 41 22.6% of gB-positive serum samples were also gE-positive. Cross-seroneutralisation assays 42 afforded the unambiguous identification of antibodies against CpHV-1 in gB-positive goats. 43 The likely presence of CpHV-1 in Corse-du-Sud supported by a high seroprevalence (61.9%) 44 in all investigated flocks extends the number of countries infected with CpHV-1. Moreover, 45 
Introduction

53
Caprine herpesvirus 1 (CpHV-1) causes mainly a systemic infection in neonatal kids. 54 Although most infections in adults are subclinical, CpHV-1 can provoke vulvovaginitis 55 (Grewal and Wells, 1986), balanoposthitis (Tarigan et al., 1987) , and abortion (Keuser et al., significantly detects a BoHV-1 related infection in goats (Fig. 1) . The goat population in 166 Corse-du-Sud presents a bimodal distribution (Fig. 1a) contrarily to the non-infected 167 population in Dordogne and Vendée (Fig. 1b) and the experimental infected population ( were positive in the BoHV-1 gE blocking ELISA (gE-positive) ( Table 2) . In this context, 173 different categories of serum samples were tested by a serum neutralisation assay (Table 3) .
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The analysis of goat serum samples in a BoHV-1 gB blocking ELISA revealed that A c c e p t e d M a n u s c r i p t Page 18 of 20 A c c e p t e d M a n u s c r i p t a Number of goats analysed in BoHV-1 gB blocking ELISA. b Seroprevalence expressed in percent with 95% confidence interval in brackets (exact binomial). c The true prevalence was measured according to a specificity of 100% and a sensitivity of 93.5%.
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